
Guernsey – Liberation Day Band Event May 9th 2021 

 
The BADOTSA Band has been invited to take part in the 76th Anniversary Liberation Day 

celebrations in Guernsey on Sunday May 9th 2021. 

  

The band last visited Guernsey in 2015 when 70 years of freedom from Nazi Occupation was 

commemorated and it was a terrific success, the 75th celebrations were sadly cancelled due to 

Covid so the big event has been deferred to 2021. 

  

This link explains a little about Liberation Day and you’ll notice they still use a photo of our 

band to advertise the event.! 

 

https://www.visitguernsey.com/magazine/learn-more-about-liberation-day/  

  

The island will be in party mode for Liberation Day and everyone wants to celebrate, all houses 

will be flying bunting and flags and preparations will commence days before.   

  

Events 

 

Generally the crowd pullers are the large church parade in the morning and a cavalcade in the 

afternoon, this will be the format for 2021. It is also planned to get a “Royal visitor” over, last 

time it was the Countess of Wessex. I know there are plans to invite other guest bands;  ie The 

Royal Marines, The Band of The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment, the Band of the Brigade 

of Ghurkhas, and my own 2nd Guernsey BB Company Band.  

 

Events will happen at several venues around the island and bands will be needed everywhere 

but the main attractions will be in town (St Peter Port Harbour).  

 

Obviously we cannot say exactly what the itinerary will be at this stage but it can look 

something like this: 

  

Fri 7th May Members to arrive in Guernsey, or come a few days earlier 

Sat 8th May 10.00hrs Band practice/rehearsal (2hrs)  for “Beat Retreat” at BBHQ  

Sat 8th May 13.00hrs Band luncheon at the Wayside Cheer Hotel or free time 

Sat 8th May 19.00hrs Band Performance – Beat Retreat with the band of the 2nd 

Guernsey BB (Venue in St Peter Port to be confirmed) 

Sun 9th May 11.30hrs Performance and march to the Castle Cornet, St Peter Port 

Sun 9th May 12.00hrs Static Performance (30 mins) 

Sun 9th May 12.40hrs Light lunch provided in Castle Cornet 

Sun 9th May 13.20hrs Coach to Cavalcade departure point 

Sun 9th May 14.30hrs Cavalcade into St Peter Port 

Sun 9th May 16.00hrs Cavalcade ends 

 Free Time 

Mon 10th May Depart Guernsey or stay on for a few days 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.visitguernsey.com/magazine/learn-more-about-liberation-day/


 

Transport to Guernsey  

All members are responsible for organising their own transport to Guernsey.  We have good 

air links with most large UK cities check out www.aurigny.com or www.blueislands.com or 

the daily ferry from Poole or Portsmouth www.condorferries.com. If you come by ferry it may 

be cheaper to bring your car and fill it with band members, either way you will need transport 

while here and hiring a car is an option although there are buses £2 per trip and expensive taxis 

if you want. Please note, these transport websites may adjust their timetables due to covid 

restrictions but you can get an idea of times & costs. 

  

Accommodation 

Our BB church hall is being made available for those that want to ‘Camp out’ with sleeping 

bags etc, we have showers and a small kitchen suitable for breakfasts. The cost of this will be 

£7 per person per night and we can probably take up to 24 men, there is a separate room where 

we can accommodate 3 or 4 ladies with their own shower facility. I have 14 inflatable 

mattresses (first come basis) or you can bring a camp bed. I can also arrange for the hall to be 

used a few days either side of the weekend for those that want to stay on, the rehearsal on 

Saturday morning will take place in the car park at the hall.  

  

There is a Morrisons supermarket next door and an M&S Foodhall and chip shop ¼ mile away, 

you will have to all muck in for breakfast duty (Croissants will need to be ordered if buying in 

bulk Brent!) there are a couple of good pubs within walking distance. 

  

Hotels & Guest houses 

There are a number of hotels and guest houses on the island and I have contacted ‘The Wayside 

Cheer’ which is one of the most reasonably priced ones, they have a good restaurant, bar and 

swimming pool. It is just across the road from the beach and very popular with families and 

groups, see https://waysidecheerhotel.com/. They have a selection of twin/double/triple rooms 

and at the moment have plenty of availability. The hotel is about 3 miles away from BBHQ but 

it has loads of parking and is on the main bus route to town and BBHQ. There are a number of 

hotels in St Peter Port and around the island which can be booked 

via www.Booking.com and www.airbnb.com or browse for Hotels / Guest houses in 

Guernsey. They vary in price but are already getting enquiries so don’t hang around. 

  

Funding 

At present there is no funding available from the Liberation Day Committee. 

  

Reserve your place now ! 

Please let me know as soon as possible if you plan to take part and confirm if you require 

church hall accommodation (first come basis). 

 

A number of bandsmen have deferred transport and accommodation from their previous 

cancelled trip in May 2020 so if you are making new reservations please let me know. 

  

If you have any questions please either call or email me. 

 

Steve England 

http://www.aurigny.com/
http://www.blueislands.com/
http://www.condorferries.com/
https://waysidecheerhotel.com/
http://www.booking.com/
http://www.airbnb.com/

